
Coyote

LOOKBOOK

a true story 



Logline

A true story about the California 
waitress who was smuggling her 
friend’s children over the border. 



Synopsis
Ruth is a young mother of two children who a?ends a 
top-Ber university full-Bme and works mulBple jobs to 

make ends meet. 

Her mother, Carol, works at a breakfast diner and lives life 
day to day. She pre?y much makes her own rules, living 

totally carefree and slightly reckless. 

They have never go?en along. 

At present, Ruth cannot understand Carol’s jusBficaBon 
for illegally smuggling the children of her co-workers 
across the California border, bringing them in from 

Mexico.  

Our story begins and ends on the day Carol was caught, 
taken into custody and calls on Ruth to rescue her.



Ruth

Growing up poor to 
uneducated parents has made 

Ruth determined to rise 
above her circumstances. A 
teenage mom turned young 

adult, she works hard to 
overcome social expectaBons.  

MoBvated and sharp. 



Carol can tell you first-hand 
that raising four kids alone 

on a waitress's salary was not 
easy, but a hard life is the 
only life that she has ever 
known. She finds it best to 

act first and think later. 

A pre?y and funny hustler.

Carol



Look and Feel



Comedic moments will be portrayed by 
beats and the actors’ delivery of lines.  

Auteur in that images associated with 
struggle and living in survival-mode will be 
depicted with a monochromaBc pale?e, 
whilst props or locaBons that represent 
opportunity will be painted with color.  

Tone 
Light-hearted and auteur.



A mother’s love is universal 
Humanity vs. PoliBcs  
The power of forgiveness and compassion

Themes

Motifs 
Stairs - ascending and descending in society 
Red Lollipop - Love 
Uniforms - Oppression



Theater or 
Warehouse 

Interior Apartment 
Interior Elevator 
Pay Phone Scene  

Car 
Parking Lot 

School 
Exterior Car Shot 

Escape Stairs 

Restaurant 
Interior Bathroom

Locations

All Exterior San Diego Scenes have been Shot

CR8Stages - Castaic, CA



Producer Statement
Storytelling is one of the most powerful 

weapons we have. There is a tragic reality 
that people are being disrespected and 

brutalized at our borders. Born and raised 
in California, I have seen firsthand the 
disparity between hispanic families and 

white families. Families are being separated 
and forced apart at our border and it must 
be stopped. It is our duty to amplify the 

stories of strength, faith and hope.

Lauren Selman



- Rodes Phire

More than ever, it’s so vitally important to remember that we are all 

humans. Fragile humans. Regardless, of our physical locaBon in the 

world, we owe it to one another to proceed with kindness. At the heart 

of Coyote is a story about humanity and change of perspecBve.  

For the first half of my life, I was bi?er about growing up in poverty, and 

I was ashamed of my mother’s wild, carefree nature.  

It wasn’t unBl I became a mother that I began to understand her 

moBves and see the world through her lens. This is at the heart of my 

filmmaking. Everything I’ve learned from being on sets my enBre life to 

studying film at USC, is about portrayal and connecBon. My unique 

experience of living and growing up in both worlds, poverty and 

affluence, will add a one-of-a-kind dimension to this story.  

When shared from the source, the power of a story can be exponenBal. 

That’s why I have to share Coyote and it’s why it has to be told. 

Director’s Statement

CreativeRodes.com

http://CreativeRodes.com
http://CreativeRodes.com


Safe Set Practices
Throughout the process of filming, the en4re cast and crew will be 

adhering to new safety procedures, as set forth in the White Papers.

• All cast and crew are required to take a COVID-19 test in the week 
before shooBng and then self-quaranBne unBl the shoot begins. 
• Upon arrival to set and throughout the day of shooBng, an EMT,        

the on-set medic, will take the temperatures of cast and crew. 
• Masks and gloves will be made available and required to wear at all 

Bmes, with the excepBon of actors while filming. 
• Hand sanitaBon will be provided at all Bmes. 
• Sets that occur in indoor spaces will be vacated and saniBzed/cleaned 

during the 48 hours prior to filming. 
• Cast and Crew commits to social distancing during the enBrety of the 

producBon.  
• Closed set with a restricted number of people on-set at all Bmes.  
• Enhanced safety procedures for hair, makeup and wardrobe. 
• Covid safe food procedures. 
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“Yes, Mother. I can see you are f lawed.  
You have not hidden it.  

That is your greatest gift to me.”
-Alice Walker


